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A system and method for communicating with multiple transponders 



(57) The object of the invention is a system and 
method for Identifying and communicating with a plural- 
ity of transponders which are at the same time in the 
same interrogation field. The system is based on an in- 
terrogator which sends Interrogation bursts in a period- 



ical manner, and transponders which send the response 
back with a random delay related to the end-of-burst 
event. The system is primarily suitable for passive (no 
additional power supply) transponders, but can also be 
used for active transponders. 



V 




^ Figure I. 

a. 
ui 



Printed by Jouva, 75001 PAHlS <FR) 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 




EP1 017 005 A3 



EuropMii Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Ajjoiicauen Humour 

EP 99 30 9623 



DOCUMENTS CONSIOERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Calegofy 



Cia&on of docunwnt with indlcaifon. where apprepriaie» 
of f el<avafit passapes 



Relevant 
to daim 



EP 0 467 036 A (SAVI TECHN INC) I-3 fi.iil 

22 January 1992 (1992-01-22) ^ 
column 6, line 24 - coliinn 8, line 6: 

* figures 6-8 * 

j 

WO 98 27441 A (MICRON COMMUNICATIONS INC) ll,6.10 
25 June 1998 (1998-66-25) 'li 

* page 15. line 20 - page 16. line 12 * 

* page 20. line 12-32 • 



EP 0 779 520 A (AT & T CORP) 

18 June 1997 (1997-06-18) 

* colunn 5. line 28 - column 6, line 27 * 



CLASSinCATKJN OF THE 
APPUCA7I0N (tm.CI.7> 



G06K7/00 
G06K7/e8 



1.6.10. 
11 



TECHNICAL FiaiSS 
SEARCHED (lnLa.7) 



G06K 



The present seaich report has bmn drawn up for aildaims 



THE HAGUE 



CATEGOflY OF CUED DOCUMENTS 

X : paniculafty rsitvant H tahan atoiw 
Y:panicul*rtjf rvtovwit if conttinad with anothar 

documtni ot Om same cai«oofy 
A : technotoeicilbaGkBfou4 
0 : norvwrimn dbdosuw 



Om Of oomcMMn Of ifw uamt 

30 Hay 2002 



ttamrm ' 



i 



Schauler, M 



T : tfieofy Of prndpto undarlying om invention 
E : MriiaroaiBnt doojMnt. but putsiiftao on. or 

atisr the fllk^ data 
p : docum«nt cit«J in iha appfcation 
I • documant cited tor oitMr reaions 

& : mamber at flia S8fna'paier«7aini^rc(^^ 
documam 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 




EP1 017 005 A3 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. 



EP 99 30 9623 



Th« European PaumtOffice is in no way liabte for th8«partcul^ 

30-05-2002 



Patent document 
cited in seeich report 



Pubilcailon 
daie 



EP 0467036 A 22-01-1992 



1 ^ 

.1 



Patent family 
menioer(s) 



Pualication 
date 



AT 
D£ 
DE 
OK 

EP 
ES 
GR 
JP 
US 
US 

us 
us 



134044 T 
69116946 Dl 
69116946 T2 

467036 T3 
0467036 A2 
2082885 T3 
3019842 T3 
4232488 A 
5640151 A 
5528232 A 
5686902 A 
5973613 A 



15-02-1996 

21- 03-1996 
20-06-1996 
11-03-1996 

22- 01-1992 
01-04-1996 
31-08-1996 
20-08-1992 

17- 06-1997 

18- 06-1996 
11-11-1997 





A 


25-06-1998 


US 
AU 
WO 
US 


6104333 A 
5381598 A 
9827441 Al 
6265963 Bl 


15-08-2000 
15-07-1998 
25-06-1998 
24-07-2001 


EP 0779520 


A 


18-06-1997 


US 
CA 
EP 
JP 
JP 


5940006 A 
2190546 Al 
0779520 A2 
3186989 82 
9238115 A 


17- 08-1999 
13-06-1997 

18- 06-1997 
11-07-2001 
09-09-1997 



1 For more oetalb about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office. No. 



12/82 



3 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



